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the power for depositing nitrogen from the air. More power
stations arise and new industries spring up: silk, food,
leather, clothing. Uzbek becomes rich and more nearly
self-contained. Twenty thousand tractors plough its
fields. One million tons of cotton left the fields in 1935.
The plan was carried out ahead of time.

Uzbekistan is now the largest cotton base in the Union.
It furnishes two-thirds of the cotton grown in the U.S.S.R.
The hoard Colonel Etherton coveted for England twenty
years ago was a mere trifle in comparison with the yearly-
output of socialist Uzbekistan. The farmers thrive;
many families in collectives earn more than io5ooo rubles
annually, and more than a hundred collectives have
moved into what is called the " millionaire " class, where
the total farm income exceeds I million rubles annually.

Culture follows in the train of output and efficiency.
All children attend school. Nearly 25,000 students attend
higher educational institutions: Uzbekistan trains its own
agronomists, engineers, doctors, and teachers.

Uzbek women, as we have seen, have passed from
mediaeval servility to equality of status with men.

Uzbek art revives and thrives. Uzbek painters hang
their pictures on the line in international exhibitions.
And in a land where in Tsarist days the very word
" theatre" was unknown, a crowded house now hears
" Hamlet " spoken in their native tongue. Uzbeks, who
might not sit in the presence of Tsarist officials, and whose
women might never show their face in public, now give a
ten-day festival of art, singing, dancing, and acting, in
Moscow; the women singing, acting, and dancing side by
side with men. Sarah Ishanturayera enchants Moscow
with her lyric voice.

From Bukhara the communist movement spread on to
Tadjikistan, whose borders, as we have seen, ran along the
frontier of Afghanistan and up to the Pamir Mountains
beyond which India lay.

Tadjikstan was established as the seventh Soviet Socialist
Republic in December, 1929. The impoverished peasants
who survived the long and bloody warfare in which they
gained their freedom found themselves in a land of ruins.